


Charitable events at GRR lift spirits, raise funds.

On June 10, Airport tenant Northern Jet Management hosted the third annual

Wings of Mercy CareAffaire. More than 400 attendees enjoyed a big pancake

breakfast inside the Northern Jet hangar, then got a close-up look at several

aircraft brought in for the event – everything from an Aero Med air ambulance

helicopter and Army Black Hawk chopper to a Cessna 208 cargo aircraft owned

by FedEx. Those attendees making an additional donation were offered a plane

ride on various types of aircraft, including jets, helicopters, even an

open-cockpit biplane. Over 125 passengers took to the air, pitching in mightily

to the $42,000 raised by the event. Proceeds go to support Wings of Mercy,

which provides free air transportation for people with limited financial means

who need treatment at distant medical facilities.

The year’s second big charity event at GRR gave a huge boost to young

people right here in our community. On September 9, nearly 50 families arrived

at Northern Jet’s hangar for the ninth annual Fly Day event for Dreams and

Wings for Kids (formerly Challenge Air). This year’s event – hosted by Mary Free

Bed Rehabilitation Hospital – gave seriously ill as well as physically, mentally

or emotionally challenged young people the opportunity of a lifetime: to fly

“right-seat” in an aircraft with two or three family members or friends in back.

Just over 150 participants enjoyed flights that averaged 30 minutes each,

piloted by five wheelchair and non-wheelchair aviators.

Holidays bring joyful sounds and
hundreds of toys to GRR.

Travelers were again treated to the beautiful sound of live

music during the busy holiday season at GRR. From

December 4 to 8, 17 area middle-school and high-school

musical groups performed in the Airport’s Grand Hall,

singing and playing a wide range of compositions, from

classical Latin arias to traditional Christmas carols.

Ensembles ranging from nine to 170 vocalists and

instrumentalists performed during this 11th annual Airport

Holiday Music Festival, entertaining passengers, visitors

and Airport employees alike.

2006 was also the third straight year we asked Airport

visitors to bring some extra holiday cheer with them in the

form of toy donations to Toys for Tots. Hundreds responded,

filling giant collection boxes that the Airport Firefighters

managed. The Grand Rapids Santa Claus Girls coordinat-

ed distribution of these toys to needy families throughout

Kent County. Thanks to toy donors and cooperating

agencies, the whole operation was a big hit – proving

once again how important air travel is to Santa leading up

to Christmas Day.

Community



Usage of the new wireless Internet service at GRR – which lets Airport visitors get online at no charge

via their Wi-Fi–enabled laptops, PDAs or cell phones anywhere from the curb front to the aircraft gate –

really took off during 2006. By year’s end, more than 7,700 users per month were accessing the system.

Popularity of the new Cell Phone Lot – designed for people coming to GRR to pick up arriving passengers

– is itself picking up. Drivers can now wait for inbound passengers in this small lot located just inside

the Airport entrance, then pull up to the terminal when their parties call to say they’re ready.

At the fourth annual Passenger Appreciation Days – held during the spring break rush from March 30

through April 1 – thousands of travelers were treated to free refreshments, fun activities, contests and

prizes, courtesy of the Kent County Aeronautics Board. Enterprise Rent-A-Car, Aero Med and FedEx

generously sprang for thousands of giveaway items.

A total of 3,413 military operations took place at GRR during 2006. That’s the number of times any

military aircraft landed or took off here. Often, these two events happen seconds apart when KC-135

Stratotankers and A-10 Thunderbolts from nearby bases practice touch-and-go landings at GRR.

Our “Sneaky Sam” Security Challenge turned 10 years old during 2006, while turning in a perfect

score. This program encourages Airport employees to keep an eye out for people in restricted areas

who don’t belong, rewarding any employee who stops someone not wearing an ID badge in these areas.

We sent nearly 50 Sneaky Sams into restricted areas during 2006, and they were quickly caught every

single time.

Highlights

“Bird watchers” at the Airport Viewing Area, located on Kraft Avenue

just south of GRR, can now listen to air traffic control conversations

while watching planes take off and land. Just tune your radio to 1650

AM. The viewing area features plenty of parking for cars and buses,

along with picnic tables and a restroom facility in a parklike setting that

is free and open to the public daily from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m.

A $2.7 million Homeland Security grant funded the upgrade of all Airport

Police vehicles with new computer equipment that provides vital law

enforcement information – such as stolen vehicle notices and missing-

person reports – directly to officers in their cars. The same grant also paid

for new computer equipment installed in Aircraft Rescue Fire

Fighting’s incident command vehicle that provides access to a mobile

digital communications system linked to other mutual aid providers in

the area.

To bolster support for the National Guard and Reserve among employers,

Alticor hosted a “Boss Lift” Event in 2006, originating at GRR.

Representatives of 60 area employers gathered to hear a reservist from

Selfridge Air National Guard Base explain what his unit does and the

importance of attending all training sessions. The group then flew

aboard a KC-135 Stratotanker to Selfridge, watching through the plane’s

glass underbelly as it performed midair refueling of A-10 Thunderbolts.



Airport Management and Leadership.

THE KENT COUNTY AERONAUTICS BOARD is a
six-member body appointed by the Kent County
Board of Commissioners with responsibility for setting
policy and providing general oversight of the Gerald R.
Ford International Airport. The Aeronautics Board
comprises three Kent County Commissioners and
three citizen members, each serving staggered
three-year terms. The Aeronautics Board maintains
two standing committees: Aeronautical, Facilities and
Marketing; and Finance, Administration and
Public Relations.

THE AIRPORT IS MANAGED AND OPERATED by the
Aeronautics Director, Deputy Director, a four-person
management team heading the Airport’s four primary
functional areas and a 120-member Department of
Aeronautics staff.

2006 Awards and Recognition.

The Airport received zero discrepancies on its annual FAA certification/safety
inspection. This is the fourth consecutive time that GRR received a perfect score on
this very important examination, with no issues requiring corrective action.

The Airport’s Finance Division was awarded its 12th consecutive Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting from the Government Finance
Officers Association for the Department’s annual Comprehensive Financial Report.

Staff from Airport Maintenance won first place in an equipment operation contest
held as part of a maintenance seminar at South Bend (Ind.) Airport.

Two employees from Airfield Maintenance were awarded first place in the “Idea
Corner” competition at the annual Snow Symposium held in Buffalo, N.Y. The
winning idea was the design and installation of a spray bar to the Airport’s
sanding/anti-icing vehicles that allows for the simultaneous application of wet and
dry materials during snow- and ice-control operations.

The Airport’s Marketing and Communications Division took home two awards in
the annual Airports Council International – North America Excellence in
Marketing and Communications Contest, one for its quarterly public newsletter
and another for its online (website) news media kit.

The 2006 Airport Profile received an Adrian Award for creative excellence from the
Hospitality Sales & Marketing Association International and a gold ADDY from the
Ad Club of West Michigan.

THE MISSION OF THE KENT COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AERONAUTICS is to

provide safe, efficient, environmentally sensitive and economically self-sustaining air

transportation facilities that are responsive to regional needs.

THE GERALD R. FORD INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IS A FINANCIALLY SELF-

SUPPORTING PUBLIC ENTERPRISE receiving no general tax revenues for

day-to-day operations or ongoing capital development. Airport operations and

improvements actually generate net revenue, rather than consuming valuable tax dollars.

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
2006* 2005 2004

Operating Revenue

Airline Payments $9,892,673 $9,702,981 $10,262,050

General Aviation 1,385,140 1,393,718 1,409,199

Concessions 747,250 780,477 765,055

Air Cargo 2,455,920 2,521,443 2,310,711

Ground Transportation 11,562,774 10,839,974 9,652,477

Other 784,496 841,560 480,897

Total Operating Revenue $26,831,253 $26,080,153 $24,880,389

Operating Expenses

Personnel Costs $7,801,658 $7,578,929 $7,018,478

Supplies 723,028 759,351 523,467

Contractual 6,823,513 7,520,312 6,046,897

Depreciation 10,553,432 9,956,762 9,716,002

Total Operating Expenses 25,901,631 25,815,354 23,304,853

Net Income from Operations $929,622 $264,799 $1,575,536

* Unaudited figures. A comprehensive Annual Financial Report, including audited figures for 2006, will be
available from the Kent County Department of Aeronautics as of June 2007.
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